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ADDRESS 
To THE Kainc or FRANCE. 


No. II. 


It is of the greatest importance, hot 
only to Franee, but to mankind in general, 
that your Majesty should hear the truth. 
Perhaps, it is very improbable, that any 
thing which I write should reach your ear ; 
but, at any rate, it will reach the ear of 
some persons; and, at the very least, 
there is a chance of its having some small 
degree of effect.—-With this persuasion in 
my mind, I cannot resist the deésire that I 
feel to contribute my utmost towards the 
cause of peace in Europe, and of liberty 
in France, whence, in the end, will, 
trust, go forth a bright example to all op- 
pressed and insulted nations—It will be 
the duty of others, and they will be better 
able than I, to give you information of the 
sentiments, relative to you and your go- 
vernment, prevalent in other countries ; 
but, it shall be-my~business, from time ‘to 
time, to give you a true representation of 
these sentiments, as they prevail in Eng- 
land.—In my first Address to your Majesty, 
! had no hesitation to express my convic- 
ucn, that, in @ short time, those who had 
been the loudest in rejoicing at your be- 
ing recalled to France, would be found 
tle forwardest to express their disapproba- 
uon of your conduct, and to discover their 
uiquenchable hatred of the French people. 
When, however, I said a short time, I 
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most firm friends, are already beginning 
to carp at your proceedings ; and are using 
their utmost endeavours to make your re- 
cal an. event to be regretted by the people 
of France, and even by yourself. ‘They 
now discover very clearly, that which we 
| charged them with before,’ but. which they 
| constantly denied to be true ; namely, thet 
| their hatred was to France, and not to the 
_Emperor Napoleon, or any of his prede- 
cessors im power; and that, they wished 
for, and endeavoured to accomphsh; your 
restoration, not as the means of making 
France great, free, and happy; but, as 
the means of destroying her power, by 
plunging her into civil wars, and by mak- 
ing her people abject and miserable —— 
It is almost impossible for a mind, endued 








with the common feeling of humanity, ta” 


conceive that there are people in the world 
capable of entertaining such diabolical 


views; capable of coolly calculating on the, 


profit to be derived from the degradation 
aud misery of twenty-six millions of people, 
inhabiting the fairest part of the ate 
capable even of using their utmost endea- 
vours to cause such degradation and mi- 
sery, and that, t60, at the manifest risk 
of exposing to destruction a family, for 
whose restoration they have expressed the 
most anxious wish, and, upon the arrival 
of the event, the most enthusiastic joy.— 
I shall, however, show your Majesty, that 
such js réally the case. I shall show you, 
that, in the minds of sonie people in Eng- 


meant several monihs at least. I little }land, the hatred towands France is’ not at 


imagined, that you and your brave people. 
would, even with the most malignant 
tuese men, beeome objects of attack in so 


all abated; that they ave labouring with 
ali their might to keep that hatred alive, . 
not only in this country;”but in all others ; 


short.a space of time as fourteen days, and | that they are endeavouring to excite fresh 
ui less than a month from the. day of your| suspicions against France in the minds of 


departure ‘om 
month from the, date of those rejoicings 


England; in less than a/the Allies; that they are exerting all their 
powers to make France a country to be 


ind those memorable embracings, with| pointed at with the finger of scorn for a 
which your recal to the throne of er century to come. And havihg shown this 


lorcfathers wag hailed in England, 
You bad Y hos 

7, uiet a life for many years 
‘tis has, nevertheless, happei 


so clearly as I intend, I shall entertain lit- 


ospitably permitted to lead | tle doubt, that my endeavours, which have 
eae in bc Na peace and bappiriess of both 





niters, who professed to be 
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before. —— 
<r The| countries, will’ be attended with some 
e your. | Ap | Roder-—ohs + some The this, .it will be 
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necessary for me to refer to, and to quote 
from, the particular publications to which 
1 allude; and your Majesty, who have, of 
Jate years, had suclr anzple opportunities of 
being informed as to the character of thie 
prmts, whence [ shall make mry extracts, 
will want no assistance from me to enable 
you to form a correct opinion with regard 
to the motives and the influence by which 
the publications have been produced.—— 
The two Prints, to which only I shall, 
upon this occasion, refer, are the TIMES 
and the COURIER. It is suflicient to 
name them to your Majesty, to enable 
you to perceive the precise degree of 
weight whrceW’ theg carry, and the atten- 
tion which they are eatitled to from -you 
and your counsellors. In order to place 
the. matter in as clear a hight as possible, 
I will state, under distinct heads, the se- 
veral charges that I make against the ma- 
lignant writers, who, as I shall show, are, 
everr before you are seated on your throne, 
endeavouring to lay the train of a new war 
between England and France I charge 
them, then, ; 

I. With endeavouring to produce a civil 
war in Franeeyby the reviving and per- 
petuating of those political animosities, 
‘which the King has expressed his 
anxious wish to see bagied in oblivion. 

TI. With endeavouring 1@ blacken the cha- 
racter of the French Marshals and the 
French army; to itdii¢e the king to 
slight and discourage them; to prevail 
on the Allied Sovereiffis’ to break the 
Convention, made for the release of pri- 
soners of war, and that, too, for the 
purpose of preventing the French pri- 
soners from returning home. 

HT. With suggesting: te the Allies the ne- 
cessity of keeping their armies in France 
(in violation of the said Convention), 
beyond the first day of June, and with 
proposing that Finland should pay the 
said troops, while so kept in France. 

TV. With proposing to the Allies, to com- 
pel. the king of France to reduce his 
army in such a manner as to render his 
Kingdom perfectly defenceless against 
any foreign power; and, at the same 
time suggesting, that the treaty of alli- 
ance, made between Great Britain and 
the Allies, against France, when under 
Napoleon, should be ‘continued in fail 
force’ now, and for twenty years to 
_ come. 

V. With snggesting to the Allies the idea, 
and, mdeed, actually proposing to them 


, 


ae 
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the measure, of stripping the Museums 

and. Galleries. of Paris of the Statues 

Pictares, and other valuable curisiti-s 

brought by the Freneh armies from 

_ countries which they had conquered. 
VI. “With endeavouring to prevent, in the 
pending negociations, the restoration of 
the old French Colonics to France, 
VIL. With inculcating the doctrine, that 

France, though Napoleon is overthrown, 
is stail the same; that she is radically 
and systematically our enemy, and that 
suspicions and jealousies. of France 
ought for ever to be awake in the breast 
of a Briton. 

Such are the charges which I make 
against the malignant writers, who, | 
must repeat it, were amongst the very 
loudest m hailing the return of your Mu- 
jesty to I'rance ; and, if I make these 
charges good, you will want nothmg more 
to convince you of the truth of what! 
stated in my first Address; namely, that, 
in the whole world, you had not such bit- 
ter and such crafty enemies as sone 
amongst those, who, all of a sudden, had 
become your flatterers in England. These 
men hoped, that your Majesty would carry 
back to France no feelings but those of 
resentment and revenge; that, at the 1- 
stigation of incendiaries, you would plunge 
your country into a civil war; that you 
would turn your back upon that army, Who 
alone are able to support your throne 
against foreign foes; that, in short, you 
would lay beautiful France prostrate at the 
feet of any petty potentate who should 
think proper to become her enemy. — Phey 
haye discovered, that your Majesty 1s 0" 
disposed to gratify their wishes and © 
pectations ; and, they have lost no time ! 
secking, de longue main, to collect ( 
materials for revenge.—I now procecd ' 
my charges in their regular order. 

I.—I accuse these mien, without prete™ 
ing to know who or what they really aff 
of endeavouring to produce a civil wer” 
France, by the reviving and perpetuatn’ 
: Cones animosities,———It must be ev" 

ent to all the world, that, after what “ 
occurred in France, if am ammesty a 
an oblivion, as to the past, does not ‘ 
place, there must be endless quarrels 
feuds in that eountry.. It must also 
evident, that disputes as to opinions *" 
+e ynvoive 
political conduct and acts, must 11" 

. by a very 
questions of property, and that, he past 
natural progress, an attack upon " a 
political conduct of individuals woul 5°" 
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into a general war of opinions and inter- 
ests, ending, in all human probability, in 
another Revolution, after the nation had 
experienced all the evils of a civil war; 
or, in the parcelling of France out, and 
dividing it amongst the other Powers of 
Farope. These truths are so manifest, 
that they must be seen clearly by all the 
world, Yet (and now I come to my evi- 
dence) does the TiMES newspaper of the 
od, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and Tth of May, 
labour with all its might to inculcate the 
justice and necessity of exposing, by all 
manner of means, the conduct of French- 
men, whom it accuses of acts of disloy- 
alty————On the 2d of May, this writer 
points out the injustice, as he insinuates, 
of taking into favour those who have been 
employed by Napoleon, or who have figur- 
ed in the Revolution. He says, that 
“ Marshals Davoust, Massena, and 
“ SouLT, and some others, pretty clearly 
“ show a durking attachment to the cause 
“of the deposed tyrant; or, rather, per- 
“haps, their own wishes to succeed him 
“as military despots.” He then goes on 
to say, that “ a great proportion of the 





“ prisoners of war in this country are evi- | 


“dently inclined to support any such des- 
“ perate measure.”—lI need not point out 
to your Majesty, the baseness of these sug- 
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“ tunate Monarch would, undoubtedly, 
“have been preserved.” Thus setting a 
mark upon one public officer, to begin 
with, as a proper object of vengeance.— 
On the 4th of May, the samerwriter says, 


“ France, under the late government, are 
“ the real enemies of the Hisdbe of Bour- 
“bon, and those who proclaim aloud the 
“truth its surest friends,” amongst whom 
he gives the first place to an incendiary of 
the name of CHATEAUBRIAND, who seems 
to have formed the design of ingratiating 
himself with the vindictive, at the expense, 
if it must be so, of the peace and happi- 
ness of France. On the 5th -of May, 
the same writer insists upon the necessity 
of “ branding” certain of the revolutionists 
“with perpetual abhorrence.” On the 
7th of May, the same writer insists on th¢ 
necessity, that, upon some points, as to the 
past, “the French nation ought to insti- 
“tute formal inguiry;” and, as one of 
the results of which he proposes, that all 
those French officers, who have escaped 
| from imprisonment in England, shall be 
declared tnfamous. He says, that they 
are very numerous, and kindly offers to 
furnish a list of their names. I dare 
say, that the offer will not he of any use, 
and that your Majesty, as well as those 
officers, will be contented to take the will 

















gestions, especially against our own unfor- 
tunate prisoners of war. 
which they are here accused is that of fide- 
lity to their commanders. But your Ma- 
jesty will want no exposition of motives 
here, when you observe, that the malice 
of this writer is more particularly levelled 
against those, who have most distinguished 
themselves in fighting against England. 
It was the Prince of Essling who follow- 
ed Lord Wellington to Lisbon ; it was the 
Duke of Dalmatia who followed Sir John 
Moore to Corunna; and it was the Prince 
of Eckmuhl who maintained possession of 
Hlamburgh, with so much valour and per- 
severance.——-But, the charge against the 
risoners of war is still the most. base. 
unfortanate men, who have suffered 

so much for the sake of their fidelity to 
France (for that is the trae light in which 
to view it), are to be suspected by you, 
and are to be degraded, if the malicious 
suggestions of this writer be listened to.— 
On the 8d of May, this same writer points 
out by name, a Monsieur THIBEAUDEAU, 
who, as this writer says, “ voted for the 
“ death of Louis XVI, gh. gm the ap- 





The crime of | 


or the deed.———On the 6th May, the same 
Print observed, “ That hypocritical wretch, 
“ Maury, too, it is to be feared, will not 
“have his Cardinal’s robe stripped off: 
“ His impious harangues still ring in our 
“ears, and yet we are told he continues 
“to inhabit the Archiepiscopal palace: 
“and presently, perhaps, he will have the 
“ audacity to intrude himself into the pre- 
“ sence of his Sovereign! If the forfeit- 
“ed lives of these wretches are spared, at 
“least they ought to be exposed to public 
“ scorn, and driven to obscurity, and, if 
“‘ possible, to penitence.” I have taken 
this Print for only one week. It has been 
constantly labouring at the same point. 
Choteaubriond and the Axe, appears to be 


this writer’s motto. You must make the 


scaffold stream with democratic blood, or, 


it is evident, that you will not satisfy this 
man——Your Majesty remembers what 
the Stuarts did, upon their return to the 
throne .of ous 5 ae remember how 
they hanged, and beheaded, and ripped up; 
ial, you also remember their fae which 
followed at no very distant day from their 





“peal to the nation, by which that unfor- 


vindictive ie But, even to them, 
, a 


that “those who palliate the crimes of 














































































































615] POLITICAL REGISTER. 
it never was proposed to punish, or to 
suspect, officers who had served in the 
wars of Cromwell, and who had so gal- 
Jantly upheld the English name in arms, 
So far from that, they were confided in, 
employed, rewarded, and honoured. Yet 
would this writer have you suspect such 
men as Massena, Soult, and Davoust, be- 
cause they have distinguished themselves 
in fighting against that country, to the 
per of which he now says, that, though 
Napoleon be overthrown, “ France is still 
“ the SAME” “ France is radically and 
“* systematically our enemy.”—To be con- 
vinced of the wicked, the detestable wishes 
of these writers, your Majesty has only to 
look, for a moment, at the pretended rea- 
sons, npon which they ground their asser- 
tion, that az ample exposure of the late 
government is necessary. They tell us, 
that, unless this exposure be made, in all 
sorts of ways, “there is no knowing fo what 
* dangers the Monarch may be exposed.” 
Now, it will be borne in mind, that these 
same writers have a thousand times told 
us, that the tyranny of the late govern- 
ment weighed upon every living creature | 
in France; that it had plunged every fa- 
muly tnto misery and mourning. What 
need, then, of exposure? Why should 
you be in any danger from the want of 
that exposure? What! is it necessary 
to go to the house of a man, whom the late 
government had plunged into ruin and de- 
spair, and expose to him the nature and 
the acts of that goverament, especially 
when he sees all his neighbours in the 
same condition ? The hypocrisy of this 
pretended reason, will, at once, show the 
malice of the advisers of persecution, and 
will convince your Majesty, that such ad- 
visers, when they say one thing, mean ano- 
ther.——What! they teil us to-day, that 
all France was bleeding at every pore, un- 
der Napoleon, and his officers of various 
descriptions ; that every man, woman, and 
child, was in a state of misery; that all, 
that every soul, young and old, felt the 
weight of the despotism, and prayed with- 
eut ceasing for your return; and, to-mor- 
row, they tell us, that, unless prodigious 
efforts be made to expose the evils of the 
late government, your Majesty is in dmmé- 
nen! danger ! 

1Y.—I charge these writers with endea- 
wuring to blacken the character of the 
French Marshals and officers, and the 
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Allied Severcigns to break the Conventi:,» 
recently entered into for the release of pr ‘4 
soners of war, and that, too, for the nip. 
pose of preventing the French prisoners of 
war from returning home. We have 
scen above a specimen of the abuse of the 
French Marshals and officers. The Tuy 
of the 2d of May, calls Generals Huxiy 
and Barrois villains, and points them 
out as objects of vengeance. You are told, 
in the same print of the 6th of May, tha: 
your throne is raised on moon-beams, if 
you entrust your army to such men as your 
Marshals. You, indeed, have expres. 
sed a precisely contrary opinion. Yon 
have said, that you will ean upon those 
Marshals; and this it is which has en- 
raged these writers, be they who they may. 
But the abuse, thrown out by these men 
upon the whole of the French army, is 
quite indecent. I shall here quote whole 
passages from these writers; and as they 
apply to the IIId and TVth charges, as 
well as to the Id, I will here repeat those 
charges, before I proceed to my quota- 
tions. 

Ul. With suggesting to the Allies the ne- 
cessity of keeping their armies in France 
(in viclation of the said Convention), 
beyond the 1st day of June, and with 
proposing that England should pay the 
said troops, while so kept in France. 

IV. With proposing to the Allies to compcl 
the King of France to reduce his army, 
in. such a manner as to render his king- 
dom perfectly defenceless against any 
orcign power ; and, at the same tine 
suggesting, that the treaty of alliance, 
made between Great Britain and the 
allies, against France, when under No- 
poleon, should be continued, in full force, 
now and for twenty years to come. 

In support of these charges, I offer the 
following passages from the TiMEs _news- 
paper. “ They” (the French prisoners 
of war) “had, for years, lived the life of 
“ banditt?, and that sort of life is not with- 
“ out its charms for uneducated and unre- 
“ flecting minds. These circumstances 
“ prove the necessity of ercumspection 
“and firmness in those to whom the wel- 
“ fare of Europe is’ committed, and who 
“ have, at the present moment, irresistible 
st power in their hands. ....... Before their 
“armies are withdrawn, they must, for 
“their own security, ascertain that 
“ king’s wishes will be put into execution. 








French army ; to induce the king to slight |“ The Conscription must be abolished.— 





end discowrage them ; to prevail on the | France cries out against it. ZLuropet 
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“has a right to insist on its suppression. 
« [t is also matter of mest serious conside- 
« yation, how the force is to be constituted 
“on which the king is henceforward te 
“rely for protection. 


“the lawful sovereign, and who for the 


“ usurper. The latter should be marked. 


“ Indeed the approaching peace will not 


“ require a darge regular force to be kept 


‘up in France. The national guard will 
“ form the best support to the government. 
“ The military mania is as much a subject 
“of precaution now, as the democratic 
“mania was some years ago.”—TiMmEs, 
21 May.—I must stop here for a moinent to 
surmise What must be the feelings of a 
king of France upon reading these insi- 
nuations and remarks of his friends!— 
Base wretches! They would excite his 
suspicions of those whom we have so long 
had an captivity, and whom we are to have 
no longer! Poor fellows! Have they not 
yet suffered enough for their valour and 
fidelity!’ These wretches would, we see, 
become spies, in order to get the poor fel- 
lows marked. ' * It will be easy to earn.” 
Yes ; but your Majesty will not, I am sure, 
accept of the offer. You will know well, 
that fidelity. to'their country and their 
cause ought to entitle these brave men to 
admiration, rather than to expose them to 
Vengeance. Your Majesty must laugh 
at this extreme regard for your welfare, 
wiich would strip you of all force but the 
national guard, at a time when Great Bri- 
tain is advised, by the same kind friends of 
yours, to keep in full force, a treaty which 
provides for the support of 600,000 men 
in arms egdinst France. And, as you will 
presently see, this plan of the National 
Guard comes from the very people, who re- 
commend the carrying away from Paris of 
al! the pictures and statues taken in Italy! 
—Your Majesty will want nothing further 
to guide your judgment as to this kind ad- 
vice ; this upcommon solicitude for your 
happiness.—But, to proceed: the .same 
Paper of the 3d of May observes, that 
“ France in her present exhausted state,” 
(who said she was exhausted?) “ cannot 
“ support adarge military establishment,” 
(she best knows that) “ and it is the boun- 
“den duty of the Allies to proceed with 
6 " | ey 4 
» caution, "The additional expence of kee 
__ lug their forces in France a few 
1 songer, and of extending the term for the 
payment of the subsidies on our part, is 





Tt will be easy 
“to learn who, amongst the prisoners of 
“way in this country, have declared for 
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* not to be put into the scale against the 
* risk of having ALL OUR WORK TO 
“DO OVER AGAIN.”—Times, 34 
May.—--Does not this sting your Majesty 
a little? How do you and your people feel 
upon reading publications like these? What 
is the feeling of those, who have carried the 
French arms to Vienna, Berlin, and Mos- 
cow ?—What is the feeling of those, who 
have seen all Europe at their feet; and 
who have carried /7ght and even “beriy me 
to the dungeons of the Inquisition ?>—The 
TIMES newspaper of the 6th of May con- 
tained the following paragraphs, with which 
I shall conclude the evidence on the 2d, 
3d, and 4th charges. Speaking of the 
Congress to- be held for settling the affairs 
of Europe, the writer proceeds thus: —* It 
*‘ would be well, whilst the victorious So- 
“ vereigns are casting their views so far 
‘ into futurity, that'they would look a little 
“tothe dangers that may without a mi- 
“ racle occur immediately under their eyes, 
“ and possibly within the space of a few 
‘months, ‘They have sorely rued that ac- 
“ cursed invention of revolutionary craft 
“ and wickedness, the CONSCRIPTION}; and 
“vet we do not hear that that infamous 
“ and detestable institution is abolished. As 
“‘ long as it exists, France must be, in the 
“ energetic language of CHATEAUBRIAND, 
“a den of robbers.’ Far from having 
“ freed the world from this monstrous evil, 
“ it seems that they are preparing to heap 
“‘ new fuel on the flame, by pouring at once 
“ half a million of soldiers into France.— 
“« What are these men todo? They can- 
“not dig. To beg they will be ashamed. 
“ Are they to be at once disbanded? ‘This 
“ would fill all France with @ most despe- 
“‘ rate bandiitt. Ave they to be embodied 
“ under the command of such mild and mo- 
“ derate leaders as Marshal Soult, and Mar- 
“shal Davoust? If so, the throne of 
“ Louis X VIII. is raised on moon-beams.” 
( What tender anxiety is here expressed for 
your Majesty !)—“ allied troops are 
“ all to be withdrawn from France, and 
“ that unhappy country is to be visited 
“with the plague of half a million mad- 
“ men, still thirsting for GLORY (as they 
“ phrase it). Even the disbanding of a 
“ disciplined army, when armies used to 
“be less than one tenth as numefous 
“as they are now, was, by our prudent 
* ancestors, considered to be a matter 
“of much caution and delicacy —How 
“ much more important is it, to the re, 
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“‘ rope, that the vast hordes which have been 
“ poured out from her bosom to ravage all 
“ parts of the Continent, should be restored 
“ gradually and quietly to their country, 
“‘ under such regulations and restrictions 
“‘ as would ensure their return to the habits 
“ and pursutts of peaceful industry. We 
“ earnestly hope that these considerations 
“ will have their weight with the Allied 
“ Sovereigns, and induce them to adopt a 
“ cautious system m replacing France on 
“a basis of soctal order. We_read too 
‘much in the addresses to the French 
** Sovereign of the GLORY of the armies. 
“ That glory has been in the majority of 
“ instances an indelible disgrace to the 
“ I'rench name, and a source of misery to 
“ all that France possesses of virtuous or 
“truly noble. What glory was there in 
“‘ the massacre of Madd, in the destruc- 
** ton of Saragossa, in the cruel persecution 
“ of the brave Hamburghers ? We do not 
“ wish to revert to these scenes of horror; 
“but when we sce them alluded to in so 
“very different a light, [T IS TIME TO 
“ SPEAK OUT.”——These are memo- 
rable words. When your Majesty considers 
whence they spring, they ought to make a 
deep impression upon your mind, and upon 
the minds of all Frenchmen. If this 
man were asked why he has such an anti- 
pathy to the Conscription ; why he is so 
uncommonly anxious to induce the Allies 
to compel you to abolish it, 1 wonder what 
his answer would be? It is all out 
of pure regard for your Majesty !— 
Pure regard for you makes him_ so 
anxious about it ! Pare regard for you 
will not let him rest, day or night, till he 
has got all your army quietly disbanded ! 
Pure regard for you, too, as you are about 
to see; pure regard for the happiness of 
France, has induced him to press upon the 
Allies to remain with their armies in the 
French territory,and to take away with 
them your statues and pictures! If you 
doubt of the insincerity of such friends, 
your Majesty, must be credulous indeed. 

Thus have I produced proof of the trath 
of the 2d, 3d, and 4th charges; but, 
before 1 proceed to the others, I must 
olfer.a few remarks upon the passages | 
which I have here quoted, in order more 
fuliy to ee POET baseness of the writer,, 
and the detestable motives whence his 
publications have sprung. 

It is well. known, and to this writer as 
well as to others, that there is a Conven- 
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France, according to which the allied ar- 
mies are to evacuate the French territory 
by the Ist day of June; and, yet, in the 
face of this, this frend of your Majesty 
would fain have these armies remain lon- 
ger, to harrass and oppress the people of 
France. But; what are the alledged mo- 
tives for this violation of a solemn com- 
pact, and that, too, while France has been 
fulfilling her part of it with all possible di- 
ligence ? Why, to compel your Majesty 
to disband all your veteran soldiers; to 
lay down your army altogether, and to abo- 
lish the easy means of raismg another! 
This measure, and upon such grounds, is 
openly recommended to the Allies, who en- 
tered France with a declaration, that 
France ought to be great and happy ! 

The writer says, that your soldiers, when 
they return, will be dandittz, Who are 
these soldiers? The men raised by the 
Conscription. They will not dig, it is as- 
serted, and to deg they will be ashamed.— 
Therefore, he recommends, that the Allies 
should, in the teeth of the Convention, keep 
them, and restore them graduaily and 
quietly, and under such restrictions and 
regulations as shall ensure their return to 
the habits of peaceful industry.— in 
truth, he is afraid of them. He has wit- 
nessed.their valour. He wishes them to 
rot in prison. He is not yét glutted 
with their anheard-of sufferings, which 
have all been unable to shake their fi- 
delity to their country and its cause. 
But, mark the hypocrisy of this man. 
He has been ringing in our ears, for months 
and months, the cruelty. of the Conscrip- 
tion ; he has been, with Mr. Canning, giv- 
ing us the most pathetic descriptions of the 
weepings of the mothers and fathers of 
these poor conscripts; he has been depler- 
ing the fate of chavo France, left to be 
cultivated by old men, women, and children, 
though, by the bye, she has always had 
corn*to sell us. And now, behold! when 
the happy moment is arrived for the return 
of these poor youths to their mothers, he will 
not let them go! He is afraid that they 
will become banditt7 ! He has lost all re- 
collection of the tender parting scenes, and 
leoks upon them as in love = a “sete 
fighting life! And he is willing ® 
atetice France to be tilled by old men, 
women, and children! ‘What is the world 
to think of such a man? ‘The truth is, he 





knows how brave and faithful they bave 
been ;-and he wishes to see them die ™ 
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population, has had more men ‘in arms than 
france. What does this man mean to do 
with them? Are they made of such ma- 
terials ‘as not to make them at all danger- 
ous? Then there are, perhaps, two mil- 
ions of seldiers belonging to the Allies. 
Are they to be kept in prison; or what is 
to be done with them? Is there no mii- 
tary manta any where butin France ? The 
French soldiers are, it seems, neither to 
ve disbanded nor kept up. No; he would 
have them stifled: he would have them 
pine out their lives in prisons, ~ I wonder 
he does not propese, at once, the cutting 
of all their throats, Your Majesty will 
hear of such sentiments with indignation 
ami horror. 

And, what-reason has tlis man to sup- 
pose, that the French prisoners of war will 
not, ifdishanded, be ready to fall-into the 
habits and pursuits of zadustry ? Expe- 
ricnce would tell him to draw a contrary 
conclusion. For, was there ever heard of 
m the world more industrious and ingeni- 
ous people than the Frenchmen in our pri- 
sons? Sabots, list shoes, leather shoes, 
lace, straw hats. In short, what did they 
not make, as long as they were permitted, 
in their prisons? Jt was necessary to 
restrain them from working. remember 
one instance wherein a man and his son 
too, I believe, were punished for supplying 
them with straw for their manufactures : 
As to the liberality’of the nation where 
this took place, as to the wisdom and jus- 
tice of the prevention, I have nothing to 
say. It might all be very wise, just, and 
liberal: but that dees not disprove the 
fact, that the French prisoners discovered, 
while in our keeping, industry surpassed 
only by their fortitude and fidelity. What 
danger can there be, then, to their coun- 
try; what danger can there be to J’rance, 
to send such men out of our prisons, and 
from the wilds of Siberia, to their fathers 
and mothers in their own fruitful and plea- 
sant country? Your Majesty and the 
Freneh nation will not fail to call té mind, 
that, for many years past, these same wri- 
ters have been railing against Napoleon, on 
account ef 4s not consenting to an ex- 
change of. the prisoners of war. He was 
represented as a most cruel and ungrateful 
monster, who suffered to die in prisons 
and in Aulks, those who had fought his 
battles. Means in abundance were em- 
ployed, by these writers, to instil ‘such 
sentiments into the minds of the French 
Prisoners, who had free access to publica- 


s 








tions of the kind. Tey were not con- 
vinced, it seems. But, what are we to 


think of the srzcerzty of these writers ?" 


What are we to think of the compassion 
they expressed for the prisoners of war? 


What are we to think of their imputations 


against Napoleon, because Ae would not 


agree to our terms of exchange? What 


are we mow to think of all these profes- 
sions on the part of these writers and their 
associates, when we sec them doing all they 
can to prolong the duration of the cap- 
tivity of these unfortunate Frenchmen, 
even after peace has been made with 
France, and that, too, accompanied with 
the restoration of the ancient family? Is 
there in France; is there in England ; 1s 
there in the whole world, one generous, 
one humane bosom, which will not siwell 
with indignation at the suggestions of such 
implacable and base malagnity ? 

These writers, as your Majesty will per- 
ceive, are angry that Frenchmen shou!d 
still talk of their glory. "They find fault 
with the language that has passed between 
you and your Marshals, as calculated to 
flatter the wanrty of the people. They call 
it znsolence towards us and our Allics.— 
They say that such notions ought to be dis- 
couraged by you, because they tend to 
keep alive that military mania, which may 
be your ruin; end, lest this consideration 
should not have its weight with you, they 
appeal to’ the wisdom of the Allies, and 
call upon them to sce your army reduced 
to National Guards, before they withdraw 
their troops from your territory. Now, 
what is the reason that you and your people 
are hot to talk of the glory of the French 
army? Nothing thar has happened can 
Jessen the renown acquired by that army. 
Such prodigious feats of valour were never 
before performed hy any nation in the 
world. No nation ever carried its arms to 
such an extent of conquest. All the cn- 

itals of the Continent have been in the 
hands of Frenchmen. No nation ever had 
the power to produce such wonderful 
changes in the state of society. The bare 
natrative of the great battles and victories 
of the French armies would fill man 
large volumes. Why, then, are the Fretich 
not to be permitted to cherish the idea of 
their military glr9? “Why is your Ma- 
jesty to be sneered at by these writers, be- 
cause you rest upon those whe have ac- 
quired this glory? Upon what ground is 
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expect, that, hecause their eye-balds are 
seared at the sight of the pages which re- 
cord, aad which will for ever record, the 
valour cf the French arms, in so many 
battles against a// the nations of the Conti- 
nent; do. they expect, that you and your 
people are to burn this record, that you 
are to efface all the means. of calling to 
mind the heroic deeds of Frenchmen ; do 
they expect, that, because we very natu- 
rally wish to drown the recollection of 
Coruana, the Helder, and of many other 
things, you and your people are to have the 
game wishes? Do they expect that you, 
above all others, are to act as if you 
thought -your kingdom disgraced. in the 
eyes of the world? Do they expect you 
Ao acknowledge yourself as the sovereign of 
a tullen people, and to endeavour to stifle 
in titeir bosoms that feeling, which alone 
can preserve your,country from being par- 
celled out amongst invaders? This they 
do. not now expect 5 and their rage pro- 
ceeds from thar disappomtment. ‘They 
blame your Majesty for preserving the 
Legion of Honour. They call it the crea- 
ture of crime. Theysay, to maintain it is 
to sanction imnorality. They forget, good 
moral souls, that our august and magnani- 
mous Allies are e// hongrary members of 
that Order. Good moral souls, they for- 
gt, that the Emperors of Austria and 

ussia, the King of Prussie, the Crowa 
Prince of Sweden, the Kins ef Deumark, 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, the King 
of Bavaria, the King of Wirtemburgh, the 
Kine of Sexony, the Grand Duke of Ba- 
den, together wit'pthe greater part of their 
princty?!. Ministet® au? Cenerals, belong 
to this Legion of Honour, The good 
moral souls surely forget this, or they 
would not blame your Majesty for main- 
taining it, "They sutely would not call it 
the creature of erfa@e, and the symbol of 
immorality. © ) 

But, it will strike your Majesty as 
something worthy of attention, that, while 
these writers, Who, it must be observed, are 
not so very simular in their opmion as I 
could wish; if must strike you as worthy 
of attention. thet, while these writers are 
sc zealous'y endeavouring to dissuade your 


Majesty from giving the smallest degree of 


_ @ncouragement to the army of France; 4 


_avhile they would even forbid you and your 
_ peaple to talk about French military glory ; 
_ they discoyer no such dislike to the thing 
_ at Rome,’ We are permitted to talk about 


_the glory that we pave acquized in fighting 
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the French, and in our invasion of France. 
We make Dukes and Lords of those who 
have been fighting against France. We 
have made more Lords than France has 
‘made Marshals. And, even in our war, 
now to be carried on against the Ameri- 
cans, the fleets and arnues are reminded of 
the glory they have gained in the war 
against France. Perhaps all the battles 
that we have been engaged in during this 
war of twenty years do not, in point of 
magnitude, amount to one battle like that 
of Austerlitz or of Marengo. And yet we 
are to talk of our military glory; we are 
to talk of it eternally; and the French, the 
poor insignificant French, are to be as si- 
lent as so many mice; you and they are ta 
be accused of vanity, and even znsolence, if 
you open your lips upon the subject of the 
achievements of the armies of France.— 
Whatever clse your Majesty may think of 
these writers, you will certainly allow them 
to be the most modest of all mankind. 

Your Majesty is called upon to look 
coldly upon your army of veterans. You 
are told, that their military notions are 
mischievous. You are assured that they 
are Sendtitt, vagabonds, robbers ; and that 
they ought by no means to be encouraged; 
that they, and even their profession, ought 
to be held-in abhorrence, as tending to za- 
tional tamorality. You will not fail, how- 
ever, to observe, that this opinion of these 
writers docs not prevent them from ap- 
proving of the honours and the pensions be- 
stowed (FT say not unjustly) on ovr fighters; 
and that they extol by anticipation the in- 
tention of our Government to make an ad- 
dition to the peace-pay of our military and 
naval officers. These good moral men sec 
no daxger iw all this, They see no danger 
in keeping alive, by all possi! means, the 
love of a military life and of the military 
profession here, ‘They can see no danger, 
indeed, of this being done in any country 
except France; a view of the subject, 
which would seem wholly irreconcileable to 
common sense, if we did not recollect, that 
the same persons have told us to lock upo2 
France as being radically and systematt- 
eally our enemy ; than which your Majesty 
will surely want no other explanation of 
this seeming inconsistency. 

If, after what kas been, produced and 
observed, your Majesty eovld entertain 
the smallest doubt, that-these writers and 
their asseciates wish you to adopt a line 


of conduct. that would cripple France; 
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sink her for a.century in the scale of 
nower. Lf you could entertain the smallest 
doubt, that their first wish is the degrada- 
tion of France, as the means of giving 
England a complete preponderance against 
ber. If you could entertain the shadow 
of a doubt, that this. is the main drift of 
ail their present efforts, the proofs, I am 
now about to produce, must remove even 
that shadow. 

V.—I charge these writers with sug- 
gesting to the Allies the idea, and, indeed, 
actually recommending the measure, of 
stripping the Museums and Gallerizs of 
Paris of the statues, pictures, and other 
valuable curiosities brought by the French 
arietes from countries which they had 
cunquercd.— My proof of the truth of this 
charge is m the following extract-from the 
Times newspaper of the 2d of May.— 
After noticing, that the Emperor of Russia 
had expressed the intention of the Allies 
to be, to leave Paris in possession of all 
its curiosities ; after ceasuring this, and 
adding a suitable quantity of observations 
on the “ robberies,” the “ rapactty,” and 
the “ vanity” of the French nation, the 
writer proceeds thus :—“ As the coalesced 
“ Powers have fairly conquered all the 
“armies of that nation, who had so long 
“ indulged themselves in every species of 
“rapme throughout Europe—and since 
“these victorious Powers, by the capture 
“ of Paris, have, at their absolute disposal, 
“the whole magazine of revolutionary 
“ plunder, wrenched by fraud or violence 
“from its just possessors, who can avoid 
“asking, how that plunder is to be dis- 
“ posed of ? Can any man doubt, that if 
* the public and private property of France 
“ be respected by the eonquerors, the same 
“ conquerrs are bound, by a ten-fold obli- 
“ gation, so far as to respect the public 
“and private property of Flanders and 
* Venice, of Florence and Rome, as to 
“demand it peremptorily from those who 
“have stolen it, and give it back to those 
** from whom it was so catguitously stolen? 
* Not even a statue,not a medal, not a pic- 
“ture capable of removal, ought to be 
“left where it can only serve to reward 
“the systematic robberies of the French 
“ Government, and to stand the glittering 
“ evidence of successful crime, It is as 
“the advocate of consistency, that one 
* might call upon the triumphant defen- 
* ders of public justice and honour, not to 
* leave their “tein incomplete, not to 
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“‘ puted fact with posterity, by. leaving it 
“ yobed in all its nnprincipled acquisitions. 
“ Neither in liberality nor in policy, is it 
“2 matter of mean consideration, thatthe 
“princes and nobles of the plundered 
“« kingdoms should be remitted to the bare 
“ walls of the ravaged temples and gutted 
palaces. What is modern Italy without 
“her monuments? To the grave Italian, 
“ his country has no existence but in ber 
“annals. Why take from him the con- 
“ solation of beholdiag the proofs of what 


‘)“ he has been ? Why break away the fine 


“‘ associations of every classic and. culti- 
“ vated mind, which connects the once in- 
“ estimable treasures of the Vatican with 
“ the antiquity of letters and of arts, while 
“in Florence it delights to meditate thei 

“ revival ? It may, to be sure, hurt some- 
“ what of the Puristan vanity, to find the 
“ Louvre dissected by its emigrant Gods. 
“The hall of the Apollo may aflect the 
“ French connoisseur and savant with 
“ sombre feelings, when the Belvidere pa- 
“lace has recovered its immortal guest. 
“The Hall ‘ des Hommes illustres,’ 
“ the Hall ‘ des Romains,’ the Hall ‘ du 
“‘ Laocoen,” the Hall of the Muses, may 
“ have fewer admirers, when these splen- 
‘did appellations become terms of nidi- 
“ cule, as they now are of reproach. But 
“Jet us hope that cur Allies may not imi- 
“ tate our enemies, by confounding. the 
“ good and bad passions of mankind. Let 
“us hope that, for the sake of the French 
“ neople themselves, an act of high and im- 
“ nerious justice may not be sct aside from 
“ regard to their unworthy vanity to that 
“sentiment, by pampering which, more 
“ mischief has resulted to France and to the 
“ world, than centuries of peace and pe- 
“ nitence can repay; that sentiment to 
“ which we may fairly trace the paroxysms 


| of their military ambition, thei fever of 


“ empire, and prodigality of blood.” 

Heve there is no disguise. There is 
nothing crafty. The design and the mo- 
tive are openly avowed. But, be the event 
what it may, what must be the envy, the 
hatred, the rancour ; how inveterate, how 
diabolical, the malice of the minds, in 
which such advice to the. Allies could ori- 
ginate? Your Majesty will, probably, 
not have forgotten the glee of these same 
persons, when they saw a prospect of 
Paris being burnt to-.ashes.. Vt is the 
same spirit that is at work here. It is 
a spirit of envy and of - malice, that 
robs the mind of its reflecting powers, , it 
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is a rancour against France and against 
Frenchmen, which knows fo bounds ; 
which losessight of all consequences ; which 
thinks nothing of wars, or of civil strife, in 
the pursuit of its gratification. - Was there 
ever before heard of, in the whole world, 
such 2 thmg as confounding booty in war. 
with highway, or any other robbery ? And, | 
did ever any nation in the world make 
war for the recovery of such booty? The 
Allies, in their treaty concluded at Chau- 
mort, no longer ago than the ist of March 
last, stipulate in these words :---“ The tro- 
“ phies and booty taken from ‘the enemy, 
“ shall belong to the troops who take them.” 
And yet have these malignant writers the 
impudence to advise the stripping of the 
Museums of Paris, upon the ground, that 
their contents were the frurt of roddery, 
though the terms of the capitulation of 
Paris expressly forbid any such act of spo- 
liation.—However, it is not so much for 


the purpose of exposing the want of reason 


in these writers, and their associates and | 
approvers, that I have noticed this part of | 


their efforts, as for the purpose of clearly 
shewing, that the main-ebject of this de- 
scription of persons is to degrade, ‘to beg- 
gar, tocripple France. They see in these 
amous Museums, and Libraries, and Gail- 
leries,.the source of an immense and con- 
stant resort to Paris; they perecive that 
resort will tend to the advantage of France 
Iu & pecuniary way, at the same time that 
it cannot fail to extend and perpetuate the 
fame of the French armies. And, so bit- 
ter is their malice, that they would, I 
verily believe, plunge us into another long 
and bloody war, rather than leave this ad- 
vantage to France. The exclusive pos- 
session of all the trade of the world is not 
sufficient for them. The means of paying 
allthe armies in Europe to fight against 
France is not enough. A twenty years 
alliance ‘against France, even that does 
not giut these men. ‘They wish to leave 
her absolutely nothing ‘but rags and dirt ; 
and even of her soil we shall, I dare say, 
see, by and bye, that they wish.to have all 
the fruit for nothing.— Your Majesty will 
surely admire their generosity, whatever 
you may think of their prudence. 
We now come to my two last charges, 


namely :— 

VI. 6 ae , tn the pend- 
tng negociations, the restoration of the 
old French Colonies to France. fr 

FIT. ing the doctrine that France, 
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ST ILL THE SAME ; that she is ra. 
dically and systematically our enemy ; 
and that suspicions and 
Franceought FOR EVER to be awaie 
in the breast of a Briton. 

Ample proof of the trath of these will be 
found in the following article from the 
CouRIER newspaper of the Gth of May, 
which article, from the whole of its appear- 
ance, became worthy of particular notice. 
It is'writtenina style above that of the ordi- 
nary style of the Paper. It had a distinct 
and conspicuous place alletted to it. Its 
tone’ is such as te induce one to believe, 
that it was intended to give a decided di- 
rection to public opinion upon the import- 
ant subjects of which it treats. It would 
seem that the writer was afraid, that, in 
the hurry of the late scenes, public feeling 
had carried people away too far, and had 
led them, in’ their joy at the fall of Napo- 
leon, to forget that antipathy which he 
wished to see kept alive against France, at 
all times, and under any dynasty, or any 
possible order of things.—‘*Most of our 
* cotemporaries are talking of the prepa- 
“rations for the celebration of the ge- 
“ mneral peace. ‘That a general, peace is 
“ indeed a subject for congratulation we do 
“ not of course mean to deny; but let us 
“first have an insight into the terms. We 
“know enough to be able to state that 
“they will be founded npon the bases of 
* the ancient limits of France, so far as 
“ they relate to France upon ‘the Continent ; 
“ France as she was in 1789 or 1792. 
*¢ But is this principle meant to be extend- 
“ed to her Colonies? ‘This is what con- 
“cerns us. Russia will get an exten- 
“ sion of territory, Prussia get back her 
“own with additions, so will Austria— 
“ But what ere we to have? Tt may per- 
“ haps appear .omewhat ungracious to sug- 
“ gest a single thought which might damp 
“ the general joy, or awaken a single fear, 
“‘ whicre the reins are so fully given ‘o 
“hope. ‘The line of discussion we have 
“ pursued, does, however, on this occasion, 
“ require as to ex some fears that the 
“ glow of generous feeling which has been 
“ excited by so many important, and, 25 t® 
“ many of the circumstances, unlooked-for 
“ occurrerices; the satisfaction which 4 
« virtuous people feels on the fall of ele- 
“ vated villainy, and the pleasure which 
“ the restoration of a légitimate and r¢- 
“ spectuble sovereign to his throne could 
“ not fail in this ‘country to excite, ™y 
“have tended to lull those “suspicions ond 
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« jealoustes of France, which ought ever 
«to wake in the breast of a Briton, and to 
« dispose both the public and the ministry 
“to a false and mischievous principle, 
“ which has been sanctified under the name 
« of generosity. We have no objection to 
«all “for which that is the term, when pro- 
“ perly understood, and we have certainly 
“no wish to perpetuate feelings of ennity 
“or revenge towards France. It is per- 
“haps the best political reason which can 
“be given for our joy at the restoration of 
“the Bourbons, that we can be at peace 
“with France “ander the ancient family, 
“ more in the spirit of peace than when un- 
“der a base and unprincipled usurpation. 
“ But let us not ignorantly forget that tho’ 
“ Bonaparte be overthrown, France ts still 
.. nthe same; that she is radically and 
systematically our enemy ; andlet us not, 
“in "the folly of our good nature, pour those 
“ gifts and ollerings into the hands of 
“France, because she has been compelled 
“ by her sufferiags to ease herself, of the 
“ loadof anoppressor, which may strengthen 
“ her for ‘future aggressions. France is 
" «to be placed as ‘before the war; this 
‘seems to have been the priaciple of the 
“ Alles, when negociating with Bonaparte. 
“We then heard it echoed from one to 
“another, that England was the only 
“ Power who had sacrifices to make, and 
“that she was willing to make them. If 
“ she was presumed to possess this degree 
«Of good nature when Bonaparte was the 
™ person proposed to remain on the Throne 
of France, at least she is not expected to 
narTOW her generosity, now it is filled by 
‘a Bourbon. Now, it may be very mag- 
‘nanimons in the Allies to propose that 
“England should give back to France 
“all her conquered Colonies; but for our- 
“ sclves wesee not why a British Statesman 
«, Should admire this magnanimity of mak- 
1 ing free with other people’s property, ox 
“what justice to the nation there is in 
“ such proposals, It is easy enough for 
“ those Powers who have nothing, to sur- 
| render, in order to accomplish the object, 
“ to speak of placing France as before the 
“ Revolution ; 3 but it must be shown why 
“all the Allied Powers shall depart from 
“the contest with ‘the fruit of success 


- in their pockets, and Great Britain 


© should _ awa ieee Wena 
, or rather suffered to 
of her own 





“when Russia gets Finland. Sweden, 
“ Norway ; and Austria and Prussia old 
“ territories, which they had for ever given 
“up for lost, England, whilst a// others 
“ “Sain, should fose? Why, when they i- 

‘ crease their power, she should @innish 
“her’s? We have seen no reason given 
* witich is not too absurd to answer. Eng- 
“Jand has made sacrifices, she has been 
“for twenty years makjng sacrifices for 
“ the independence of Europe; why then 
*¢ should she be required tomake additional 
“ones? Ger vast national debt shows the 
* sacrifices she has made; and if Austria, 
“ Russia, and Prussia, can plead pecuniary 
“ sacrifices also, we shall demand why they 
“are to be allowed to balance them with 
“an extension of territory, whilst Great 
“‘ Britain is to retain her debt, and at the 
“ same time diminish her possessions? The 
“« gross injustice of the requisition, and the 
“ gross folly of countenancing it by the 
“‘ cant of not being behind in magnanimity, 
“is most apparent from the consideration, 
“that there is no reciprocit; implied in 
“ such an arrangement as shall restore the 
“ conquered Colonies to France. The other 
“‘ Allies gain independence and territory 
“ by the defeat of the French; but Great 
“ Britain gains neither. She was inde- 
“ pendent before, and would have remain- 
“ed so; she had lost no territory, and 
“therefore had none to recover. All she 
“ gains is the liberty of trading with the 
“ Continent ; and in that trade the Allies 
“ ave as much interested as she; and are 
“we then to purchase from France this 
“ jiberty by the cession of Colonies, when 
“ France has no right, and now no power, 
“ to prevent us from enjoying it? Inevery 
‘iy omic w the idea of such surrenders is pre- 

esterous. a 

Jpon the subject of Colonics I might 

first address myself to the English nation, 
and ask them what benefit they could pro- 
mise to themselves by such an extension o 
dominion, and that too, of a kind not at: 
contributing to ‘our security or happiness. 
I much question, whether the restoration 
of Colonies to France would be any real 
benefit to her. We have seen, that she 
has not wanted the aid of Colonies in her 
late wars: and, perhaps, it might be well 
for her, if we must consider her as 
the enemy of Great Britain, that the latter 
‘should expand her wings of ves t and 
dominion over al! the Colonies | 
world, as the iaoet ikdly peas of produe- 
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tension of dominion has now produced the 
want of the powcr of resistance in France. 
Lut, ali that 1, or any one else, might be 
able to urge on these topics; however 
clearly we might be able to shew, that in- 
flated dominion, that external resources, 
that borrowed vigour, ail tend to the final 
fall of States, and however numerous the 
instances by which we might illustrate and 
enforce this position, nothing that we could 
say would aflect the object of this writer’s 
observations and doctrines, which is mani- 
festly to cause the people of England to 
helieve, that, to give up Colonies to Fra‘nce 
would tend to give her sivengih, and that 
we ought to do all that we can to keep her 
in a state of feebleness ; and, envy out of 
the. question, for the present, we will now 
inqure upon what grounds the justice of 
this is endeavoured to be upheld. 

it is alledged, that England ought to 
give nothing up to France, because the 
rest of the Ailies give nothing up to her. 
his is not true 3 for the rest of the Allies 
give up all that part of France, of which 
they have possession; and it is notorious to 
all the world, that, without them, we could 
not remain in France for a single hour. 
Lhey, we axe told, all get something, and 
we nothing. They cannot ad! gam, secing 
that Europe is no larger than it was before. 
If, upon the whole, they get no territory, 
why should we? But, if the King of 
Great Britain gets nothing, the Elector of 
Llanover does 3 for how has Hanover been 
recovered but hy tie exertions of the Al- 
lies? We are told, that they got territo- 
ries which they had given up as gone for 
ever. And did not we look upon dear 
Hanover as gone forever? Besides, we 
are told, that we ect nothing but trade 
with the Continent. Do we not get, or 
sev, Antwerp out of the hands of vance, 
and also the ports at the mouth of the 
Scheldt? What prevents the Allies from 
suffering Antwerp to become a great mari- 
time. arsenal? What prevents them from 
erectiug here a formidable encmy to our 
ficets? And, if-they do not de that, do we 
pain noiiag?) Have we gained nothin 
m the fleet of Denmark; in the Dutch 
fleet; in the flect of Spain 5 in tht destruc- 
tion of almost the whole of the maritime 
force of the House of Bourbon? ‘What, 
alter nil Ghia, wall any reasonable man say, 
if we still cling to the Colonies of France, 
sitll hold them, lest France, which we re- 
present, 2s heing in the lowest abvss of beg- 
gary, should become foo powerful? But, 
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OUR VAST NATIONAL DEBT! Yes, 
may it please your Majesty, it is, indeed, a 
thumper. It requires thirty-eight millions 
of pounds sterling to pay the interest of it; 
or, in French livres, 912 millions ; a sum, 
I believe, twice as great as Napoleon wiis 
ever able to get from his forty-four millions 
ef people, to carry on all his undertakings 
and all his wars. This sum, this sum ne- 
cessary to pay the interest of our debt 
alone, is enough to make one’s head swin 
to think of. But these same writers are, 
at other times, continually assuring us, that 
this debt is nothing of serious import, and 
they even ‘go so far as to assert, that it is an 
indisputable proof of our prosperity. At 
any rate, I hope that your Majesty will 
take care not to run the risk of such 
a debt, reflecting on the fatal conse- 
quences which a former debt produced to 
your family. But, this debt of ours. Have 
we not had the expending of the money ' 
Have we not, in our wars, had the money’s 
worth? If we have paid money, Europe 
has found men. Are we to have the ser 
vices for the money in the first instance, 
and then demand dominions for the money 
at last? ‘his is a sort of double-handed 
game, veduceable, 1 conceive, to no ac- 
knowledged, or even supposed, principle of 
equity. Besides, upon what ground are 
you (for you it is) to be called upon to leave 
in our hands any equivalent for this debt ’ 
You were not the cause of its bemg con- 
tracted ; the war ‘was never professed to 
be carried on for.yov. We made a treaty 
of peace and friendship with him, whom we 
now cail the usurper of your throne. Ww € 
carried on the war; as we professed, for 
“ truly British objects.” Tf we say, that 
we have taken the Colonies for ourselves, 
and that you and your interests are out ol 
the question—that is fair; but, then, let 
us not be permitted to claim from you any 
gratitude, and to request you to disar” 
your people for our sake. 

But, that all these pretexts are false 
appears from the context; for this same 
writer calls upon us to remember, that 
*thourh Napoleon be overthrow, France 
“is still the same.” VYehat! Is there 7° 
difference ? After all, 1s: there nothing 
effected? Is France still as dangerous 
to us as she was before? Why, if she be 
“ radically and, systematically our enemy, 
what have we dene ? What have we gu?- 
ed? If there is to be “ war with Amat* 
“< from generation to generation,” what} 
become of the subject of our recent h 
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jeicings ? Why have we wasted so many 


candles, such rivers of oil, and stripped | 


the laurels off the few leaves which the 
winter had not turned brown? If France 
be “ radically and systematically our ene- 
“my,” to what end have we spent 800 mil- 
lions of additional debt and 400 millions 
in taxes? ‘To what end have we saddled 
our great great grand-children (if Bank- 
notes last) with such an enormous load ? 
What! Have we done this to restore to 
France a paiernal government? Have 
we incurred all this expence, and shed ri- 
rers of blood to give happiness, as we pre- 
tend, toour radical and systematic enemy? 

From this mass of inconsistency, fatse- 
hood, vanity, envy, and malignity, I turn 
to ebuélude, in a few words addressed to 
your Majesty. You will now clearly see, 
that, in. this country, no very small por- 
tion of that powerful instrument, the 
Press, is employed in endeavours to pre- 
vail upon the Allied Powers to impose hard 
and disgraceful terms upon you and your 
people ; that this same press 13 beginning 
already to endeavour to revive and_perpe- 
tuate deadly animosity in the breasts of 
Englishmen against France. When you 
have seen the clear proot of these facts, 
I only wish you, your ministers, and your, 
people, to observe and to bear in mind, 
that it is this same press Ww hich is weary- 
ing the very air with their advice to you, 
to slight and degrade your army, to break 
your promised amnesty, and to adort all 
those vindictive measures calculated to 
plunge France into long and bloody civil 
wars, 

N. B. The King of France having put 
of the final arrangement of the Constitu- 
tion, until the 31st of May, I shall post- 
pone, till after that time, my proposed 
comparison between it and our happy 
thing of the same name. 


~<—— 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Tae Recxoninc.——This is a most 
copious subject, and I can only just notice 
here, that it is said, in the Parliamentary 
Debate Reports, that the Wer Tawes, ex 
cept the trifling duty on goods. going from 
one part of the coast to the other, are to 
be kent on for another year, at any rate ; 
or, at least, there is no promise that any 
part of them shall be sooner taken off; 
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,even then —But, how could a generou 
people expect it, after having approved of 


a treaty to pay for 600 thousand men to 
be kept on foot against France? We 
cannot eat the cake and have it toe. We 


cannot expect to have all these services 
and all this glory without paying for it. 
“ What!” exclaim the patriotic maidens’ 
of fixed incomes, “ are we to still pay the 
“ Property Tax, now that the monster 
2” Bet, my 


dear ladies, pray bear in mind, that you 


“* Bonaparte 1s overthrown 


must expect to pay the Rechonzng. There are 
600,000 Austr 
Croats and Cossacks, who have been fight- 


ans, Prussians and Russians, 





ing for us in defence of freedom, social 
order, and religion; and would you not 
pay for their return home to their own 
happy countries? Do you consider what 
might have been the consequence; if a, 
French army had got into England?) Re- 
flect ; pray reflect a little upon the terrible 
And, if you do that, 


that you will grudge to 


risk which you ran. 
T will net believe, 

pay the Property Tax for the rest of your’ 
lives. ‘ Besides, will not this tax go, in 
part, into the pockets of those, who, as 
officers, have been serving in our army, 
and whose half pay is now to be augment- 
ei? [lave you not relations amongst 
And, how do you expect that they 
Have 
we not the Duke of Wellington, that “frst 
“ cfptain of the age,” as our newspapers 


these ? 
are to be supported without taxes ? 


call him; have we not him and his noble 
comrades to reward? And, wouid you. 
not share in the expence of rewarding 
those, who, in all human probabitity, have: 
contributed to the preservation of your’ 
lives; nay, more, your honour ? Geod_ 
Heaven ! when you reflect upon the ser- 
vices rendered you, can you complain’ of 
the continuation of the Property Tax,, 
which only takes from you one pound note: 
out of every ten? O, fie, Ladies! * 





Ror, indeed, that they shall be taken off |: 


AMERICAN WAR.———~Some mention |'aa” 
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been made of this in Parliament; but I 
must put off my remarks till my next. 





Joun Bur.’s Second THouGHt. 

Mr Eprror—lIt is now said France is 
subjugated, and restored to the Bourbon 
family in a crippled state—Norway, we 
are told, is bartered away to Sweden, 
whom we are to assist in securing posses- 
sion of it. America, we are assured, is tobe 
abandoned by the Allies for us to RECOLO- 
n1ZE it! The Allies, our Allies, will have 
gloriously fought for, and obtained, the Li- 
berties of Europe. Peace is to be univer- 
eal and permanent. They boast that we 
shall all be Aeppy under the paternal sway 
of our own legitimate Sovereigns !—and 
that discantent will not cxist, or at least 
will be compelled to hide its head! But it 
has happened, before now, that a man, 
after struggling hard with a disease, has, 
even after the disease has beca subdued, 
miserably fallen a victim to the medicines 
which have been administered !—We have 
Seen a-coalition of diflerent Sovereigns 
overcome the most powerful nation, and the 
most skilful General in Europe. What- 
ever may be the ostensible pretence for 
this, the real cause will be found in the 
French having first made laws for their 
Monarch, and next having beheaded himn— 
crimes. most unpardonable in civilized 
Europe, and among regular Governments. 
In cases of murder, it is wei] known that 
length of time docs not occasion prescrip- 
tion. If we look into our own history, then, 
it will be seen that we have been cqually 
ilty as the French. Did we not behead 
arles? did we not confiscate the church 
land? Did we not-send James and his fa- 
mily a packing? How come we, then, to 
throw the first stone? By means of a 
Coalition we sueceeded—aye, and another 
Coalition may speedily inflict a siMlar 
nishment on us.—Coalitions may now 
the order of the day ; and if znte- 

rest, sometimes denominated public good 
by should step in, a Coalition 
against England would be full as practi- 
cable as one against France. It may be 
“ that - om would fail for want 
money; that, in resent war, we had 
been the bankers ofthe Allies. Yes, with 
@ vengeance, we have sent them our money 
and reserved ‘only our bills; so that this 
Very argument overturns itself; for if we 
have given the Allies money, they, or their 
D are now in the actual possession 
of it, while we are compelled to substitute 





paper for gold; a measure open also to any 
new Coalition that might be formed against 
us. If it be argued, that the nation is still 
very rich, it is answered, that the greater 
will be the incitement for plunder. The 
resources of the Allies in men are im- 
mense, and as we cannot prevent the in- 
crease of their shipping, they may shortly, 
and very shortly too, make the liberty of 
the seas their pretence, and prove equally 
successful as when fighting for the liberties 
of the land! perhaps even now the storm is 
gathering '—The expected arrival of the 
Allied Sovereigns in this country may tend 
to accelerate the event. They will be re- 
ceived with pomp, with ceremony, with 
acclamations, with illuminations, and with 
fetes. To them, as was done by He- 
zekiah to the ambassadors of Belodack 
Baladan, Prince of Babylon, will be shewn, 
in full display, a our riches and their 
sources. The very magnificence of their 
reception by their princely host ; the luxury 
of a Lord Mayor’s feast, and the splendid 
appearance which will be assumed by ail 
those who will be permitted to approach 
the reyal visitors, will give birth to reflec- 
tions as to the manner in which such 
wealth was acquired, and the means em- 
played for securing its immense influx— 
Some deep-sighted politician may whisper, 
that zt ts auPowing to the sovercignty of the 
seas. ‘Lo the Sovereign of all the Russias, 
he may add, that this little Island might have 
room to dance in one of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty’s proyinces. Why, then, he may ask, 
should not Russia have as extended a com- 
merce, and an equal share of the sovereign- 
ty of the seas? It may also be hiuted, that 
a certain portion may be granted the con- 
federates, for their assistance in recovering 
the whole. With the aid of England, 
might these confederates argue, we have 
just conquered a country containing thuty 
iillions of inhabitants; with the aid of 
these we may easily subdue a population 0! 
ten millions, and of these ten millions @ 
twentieth part, at the least, will gladly trans- 
plant themselves and their manufactures ( 
the Continent. Thus we may free the seas 
and increase our commerce, &c. &e.—— 
As the visit of the two Emperors, how- 
ever, is unavoidable, it may, pethap%, ° 
more to the profit of the country, if, in their 
reception, we display less of our laxury * 
more of our poverty. “ Let them be com 
ducted to our prisons and our poor-houses, 
and to our decaying manufac! ont 
let them enter the peasant’s half-thate 
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sottage—let them be made acquainted with | diture of the brother of the King is cal- 


the magnitude of our National Debt—with | 
the immense sams annually collected by 
Government, and the way in which it is dis- 
tributed; let them inform themselves, pro- 
viding ther y do not divulge it in this coun- 
try, of the immense quantity of paper now 
in circulation; and thus, after dining at a 
luxurious bdard, and when retiring to rest 
on a splendid couch, they will naturally con- 
clude, that however great the commercial 
resources ave in England, want predomi- 
nates; that, though luxury abounds at 
Court and among the great, nine-tenths 
of the people have misery to their share ; 
and that, upon the whole, England is like 
a certas bird, which, having more feather 
than flesh, is not worth powder and shet.— 
Prudence will, however, suggest to us that 
we ought to keep up our large standing 
army and not disband our militia; that we 
eught to have recourse to a Conscription, 
a Landwher, or a Landstrum; and, at all 
events, that we ought to send our foreign 
legions out of the country, lest, in the heat 
of battle, they should go over in a body to 
the enemy. Let us by the experience of 
others grow wise, and avoid the fate of Na- 
poleon at Leipsic. On the other hand, 
as the people are now content to bear heavy 
taxes, they will not murmur at their conti- 
nuance. Government may, therefore, still 
subsidize, as usual, only changing the ob- 
ject, and mstead of making them the ce- 
nent of a coalition, let the subsidies be con- 
verted to the promotion of discord; for it 
is much better to prevent a coalesced j mve- 
sion than to repell it: and it must be re- 
membered this country has often been re- 
duced by invaders, and that what has here- 
tofore been effected by one invading nation 
may more assuredly be within the verge of 
possibility, when attempted by a COALITION 
O¥ ALL Europe. ARISTIDES. 








Franct.—The following are some ad- 


ditional articles of the new French Con- by 


stitution, which have transpired since I 
last adverted to the progress of the revolu- 
tion in that country :— 


Civil List—The Civil List (or the 
funds of the annual expenditure of the 


King) is fixed at twenty-five millions of | 
Jrancs, exclusive of his sittin demesnes 


and those of the Crown.—The King BO 
support his civil and military househo 
The maximum in point of number for the 


latter is determined.—The annual expen- | Foreign Powers, which he shall desmad- 





culated at one-fourth, exclusive of the pn- 
vate property and the appendages.— That 
of the nephews at the sixteenth part.— 
The maintenance of the children of France, 
in the direet line from the King, male and 
female, will be hereafter provided for. 
Lhe Con scription—The continuance of 
the Conscription 2s abolished—The Peace 
and War kstablishments of the Army wall 
be fixed"by the law, which wall in like man- 
ner determine the modes and extent of the 
recruiting service.—The military expendj- 
ture of each year.—The way in which ad- 
vances shall be made.—Similar regulations 
with respect to the marme establishments, 
—The provision for the army retained im 
active service, and that for retired or 
sioned officers, and soldiers, will be taken 
into serious consideration.—The marines 
will experience a similar attention. 
Question of Peace and War.—~Vhe rights 
of Peace and of War shalt appertain to the 
Legislative Bodies conjoinily, subject te 
the following limitation :— War cannot be 
decided upon but by the special decree of 
the Two Chambers, upon the formal and 
necessary proposition of the King, = 
sanctioned by his Majesty. 
Public Libertyx—The care of the ex- 
ternal relations of the kingdom; the main- 
tenance of the riglits and possessions of 
the.kingdom ; the care of its political: rela~ 
tions; the military preparations, with re- 
ference to those of neighbouring States; 
and the repelling imminent er incipient 
hostilities, is entrusted to the King. But 
in cases of extraordinary movements of the 
forces of the State, the King shall, with- 
out delay, give notice of the same to the 
Legislative Bodies, and make known tire 
causes and objects thereof. .And if the 
Legislature be not then sitting, the same 
shall be immediately convoked by his Ma- 
jesty. When the Legisiatiye Bodics 
shall deem the causes and. objects legiti- 
mate and admissible, war shall be declarcd 
the King in the name of the French na- 
tion. It shall then be dvemed national, 
and the necessary supplies shall: be provided. 
if the Two Chambers%hall decide that 
war ought not to be made, the King shall 
order his Ministers, on their responsibility, 
to adopt, without delay, .measures-for: the 


‘cessation or prevention of all hostility— 
It appertains to the King to conclude and 
sign all treaties of peace, allianee,-and 
commerce, and other conventions with 
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vantageous for the State ; but such treaties’ 
and conventions shall not take eflect until | 
they be ratified by the Legislative Bodies. 
With respect, however, to the general 
Peace about to be concluded in Paris be- 
tween the Emperors and Kings in person, 
and with the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
England, in case the Prince of Wales 
should not personally assist, as eagerly de- 
sired by the French.—This Peace, which 
is so nearly connected with our internal 
tranquillity, will be secured by Constitn- 
tional Institations.—This Peace, in short, 
so long desired, concluded after too long 
an interval of tyranny, shall be definitive- 
ly concluded and signed by the King, with 
the different Powers, without the nceessity 
ofanyratilication by the Legislative Bodies. 

Acceptance of the Constitution.—The 
Constitution shall be forwarded to the De- 
partmental Authorities, for the Acceptance 
of the French people im the manner herein- 
after preseribed:—Uhe King will after- 
wards declarehis acceptation to the Provi- 
sional Government in these terms“ I ac- 
expt the Constitution, [swear to observe it, 
and to cause tt to be observed.”—The mode 
of its acceptation, on the part of the French 
people will be by the opening of the Neis- 
tries in exeh Commune.—The suflrages 
will be received during fifteen days-by the 
respective Mayors, and will be. expressed 
after the names of individuals, by Ow,” 
or“ Non,”-———Duplicates shail. be made 
of the Rewistries, one copy of wiuch shail 
be transmitted to the Provisional Govern- 
ment, or to Monsieur, Lieut.-General of 
the Kingdom, who will proclaim the gene- 
ral vote of the French in the following 
manth.— The other dup!icate shall be depo. 
sited in the archives of each Department. 
Neither Holland or Italy shail participate 
im the votes.—The other countries united 
to Antient France in 1789, or in 1792, 
situll not vote till after the pacification. 
Their acceptance shail not therefore be the 
less valid.—After the double acceptation 
shall consummate the social compact, tlre 
King shall issue a‘ Proclamation as _fol- 
lows:—"* Louis XNVILE. bythe Grace of 
* God, and the Constitutional Law of the 
* State, King of the Freneh (or of France, 
“ ascording to the majority of opinion in 
the acceptation), to,ail present and to 
“come, &c.”—The Ning will renew his’ 
Oath at the sacred solemnity of hisCorona- 
tion. After which the Constituted Au- 
thorities shajlenter upon the reeular dis- 
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charge of their respective functions, ac: 
cording to the instructions of the Govern. 
ment. 

_ Panis, May 2.—Declaration of the 
King.---“ Louis, by the Grace of God, 
King of France and Navarre, to all those 
to whom these presents shall come, ercet- 
ing:—Recalled by the love of our people 
to the Throne of our fathers—cuiigivened 
by the misfortunes of the nation which we 
are destinéd to govern, the first wish of 
oor heart is to ®¥oke that mutual confi- 
dence so neccss&2¥40. our repose, to our 
happiness. Afte®having carefully read 
the Plan of the Constitution proposed by 
the Senate, in the Sitting of the 6th of 
Apvil last, we acknowledge that the bases 
of taveréwood; but that there bemg a great 
nuntbep’ot articles bearing the impression 
of they precipitancy with which they were 
drawn up, they cannot in their present 
form become fundamental! laws of the State. 
Resolved to adopt a liberal Constitution, 
we wish fhat it should be wisely combined, 
and as ‘we tannot accept of one which it is 
indispensable to correct, we convene for the 
10th of June, in the present year, the Se- 
nate and Legislative Body, with intent to 
lay before them the business whichtyve shall 
have prepared, with a Seleet Committee 
from the besom of these two Bodies, and 
to give for a basis to this Constitution the 
following bases: — 

The Representative Govermment shall be 
maintained as it'at present exists, divided 
into two Bodies, viz.—The Senate and the 
Chamber, composed of Deputies of the 
Departments. —'Taxes shall be granted 
with consent.—Public and private liberty 
seenred.—The Liberty of the Press re- 
apected, saving the precautions necessary 
to the public tranquillity. — Religious liber-. 
ty secured. —Property shall, be inviolable 
and‘sacred; the sale of national propeity 
shall be irrevocable.—The Ministers, re- 
sponsible, may be prosecuted by one of the 
Legislative Bodies, and tried by the other. 
—The Judges are not removeable, and the 
judicial power is independent.—The pub- 
lic debt shall be guaranteed. Pensions, 
rank, and military lonowrs shall be R ; 
setved 3° as also the old and the new 4No- 
bility.—'The Legion of Honour, the deco- 
ration of which we will determine, shall be 
maintained —Every Frenchman ghall be 
admissible. to civil and military employ- 
ments.—Finally, no person shall be mo- 
lested for his oninions and vetes,—Louts. 
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